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Pathway to a Professional UAV Pilot Under Current Law: 

 

According to Federal Law Section 333 of the FAA Modernization and Reform Act of 
2012 [FMRA], the Secretary of Transportation through the Federal Aviation Agency 
(FAA) under the Department of Transportation (DOT) has the authority and…  
 
“…shall determine if certain unmanned aircraft systems may operate safely in the 
national airspace before completion of the plan and rulemaking required by section 332 
or the guidance required by section 334 of this Act. H.R. 658-66…” 
 
As such, the current pathway to flying drones legal in the profession or commercial 
world within the United States and our US territories currently requires BOTH an 
approved FAA 333 exemption petition and a Civil Certificate of Authority 
(COA) from the DOT/FAA.  FYI, most are using the “Blanket COA.” 
 

Email us if you would like a copy of these documents: 
jeff@EmpowerUAV.com 

 
The FAA 333 approval then lists 28 standard conditions (plus another 3 if you are 
flying for closed set motion picture and television production). The FAA 333 approved 
operating conditions plus your COA over lapping conditions together are your hard and 
fast rules currently dictating legal commercial UAV operations.  [FYI, monetary fines for 
violations are being imposed!] 
 
FAA 333 approved petitions commonly state in condition #13 which says the FAA 333 
approved UAV Operator (holder of the 333 exemption) must have a Pilot in Charge 
(PIC) and… 
 

1. “… a PIC must hold either an airline transport, commercial, private, 
recreational, or sport pilot certificate…”   
 

and also part of condition #13; 
 

2. “The PIC must also hold a current FAA airman medical certificate or a 
valid U.S. driver’s license issued by a state, the District of Columbia, Puerto 
Rico, a territory, a possession, or the Federal government.”   



 
And yet still another part of FAA 333 approved operation condition #13 is; 

 
3. “The PIC must also meet the flight review requirements specified in 

C.F.R. 14 SS 61.56 in an aircraft in which the PIC is rated on his or her 
pilot certificate.”   
 
BUT THAT IS NOT ALL! 
 

Approved FAA 333 petitions go on to say that in standard Condition #14: 
 

1. “The operator [person or company holding the FAA 333 exemption] may not 
permit any PIC to operate unless the PIC demonstrates the ability to safely 
operate the UAS in a manner consistent with how the UAS will be 
operated under this [approved 333] exemption, including evasive and 
emergency maneuvers and maintaining appropriate distances from persons, 
vessels, vehicles and structures.” 
 
But wait! FAA 333 operating condition #14 also says: 
 

2. ”PIC qualification hours and currency must be logged in a manner 
consistent with14 C.F.R. SS 61.51(b). 

 

So, in summary, you have today’s Golden Ticket: 
1. IF you have a valid  FAA Pilot Certification; and, 
2. You are current on your FAA airman medical or have a valid driver’s license; 

and, 
3. You are current on the equipment you are rated for on your FAA pilot’s 

certificate; and, 
4. You can demonstrate the skills to fly the UAV you are expected to 

operate under the approved FAA 333 petition’s defined applications, including 
emergency and evasive maneuvers; and, 

5. You have all this logged in a manner consistent with FAA methods… 
 

THEN, you are in a premium position today to take advantage of the current booming 
opportunities to be a professional UAV Pilot today! Call or email us for job placement!   
 
However, as “No Crash Ash” says in her October Empower UAV blog… 

Link to No Crash Ash’s Blog  
No 1, 3, or 5-Day training class will provide all of these required items most likely. 



 

To move forward with a strategic partner to help you 
along this path, sign up for our money back guaranteed 

Empower UAV 2.5-Hour Seminar NOW! 
Insert Link to Paypal 

Now, if you are not, nor plan to be an FAA certified manned pilot but rather 
are aspiring to be one of the NEW UAV operators under the proposed coming 

rule, then there are proposed rules & requirements…  
Subject to change, as this Federal rulemaking process unfolds.  

 
The latest estimate by the FAA is that their new UAV rules  
may be in place as enforceable law, as early as June 2016.  

 
However, the FAA also missed its deadline to Congress too. 

Most industry experts anticipate the new rule by the end of 2016. 
 

Click Here to See FAA Ruling 
 
To start your exciting and profitable career in the booming UAV drone 
business, click on here to visit our training classes and content: 
 

www.EmpowerUAV.com 
 
  
 
 

 
 

 


